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these devastated communities and
will permit the employment of thou-
sands of additional individuals.

Now, therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do by this proclamation suspend, as to all
contracts entered into on or after the date
of this proclamation and until otherwise pro-
vided, the provisions of subchapter IV of
chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code,
40 U.S.C. 3141-3148, and the provisions of
all other acts providing for the payment of
wages, which provisions are dependent upon
determinations by the Secretary of Labor
under section 3142 of title 40, United States
Code, as they apply to contracts to be per-
formed in the following jurisdictions: the
counties of Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Mo-
bile, Sumter, and Washington in the State
of Alabama; the counties of Broward, Miami-
Dade, and Monroe in the State of Florida;
the parishes of Acadia, Allen, Ascension, As-
sumption, Avoyelles, Beauregard, Bienville,
Bossier, Caddo, Calcasieu, Caldwell, Cam-
eron, Catahoula, Claiborne, Concordia, De
Soto, East Baton Rouge, East Carroll, East
Feliciana, Evangeline, Franklin, Grant, Ibe-
ria, Iberville, Jackson, Jefferson, Jefferson
Davis, La Salle, Lafayette, Lafourche, Lin-
coln, Livingston, Madison, Morehouse,
Natchitoches, Orleans, Ouachita,
Plaquemines, Pointe Coupee, Rapides, Red
River, Richland, Sabine, St. Bernard, St.
Charles, St. Helena, St. James, St. John the
Baptist, St. Landry, St. Martin, St. Mary, St.
Tammany, Tangipahoa, Tensas, Terrebonne,
Union, Vermilion, Vernon, Washington,
Webster, West Baton Rouge, West Carroll,
West Feliciana, and Winn in the State of
Louisiana; and the counties of Adams,
Alcorn, Amite, Attala, Benton, Bolivar, Cal-
houn, Carroll, Chickasaw, Choctaw, Clai-
borne, Clarke, Clay, Coahoma, Copiah, Cov-
ington, DeSoto, Forrest, Franklin, George,
Greene, Grenada, Hancock, Harrison,
Hinds, Holmes, Humphreys, Issaquena,
Itawamba, Jackson, Jasper, Jefferson, Jeffer-
son Davis, Jones, Kemper, Lafayette, Lamar,
Lauderdale, Lawrence, Leake, Lee, Leflore,
Lincoln, Lowndes, Madison, Marion, Mar-
shall, Monroe, Montgomery, Neshoba, New-
ton, Noxubee, Oktibbeha, Panola, Pearl
River, Perry, Pike Pontotoc, Prentiss,
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Quitman, Rankin, Scott, Sharkey, Simpson,
Smith, Stone, Sunflower, Tallahatchie, Tate,
Tippah,  Tishomingo, Tunica, Union,
Walthall, Warren, Washington, Wayne, Web-
ster, Wilkinson, Winston, Yalobusha, Yazoo
in the State of Mississippi.

And, as to such contracts to be performed
in such jurisdictions, I do hereby suspend,
until otherwise provided, the provisions of
any Executive Order, proclamation, rule, reg-
ulation, or other directive providing for the
payment of wages, which provisions are de-
pendent upon determinations by the Sec-
retary of Labor under section 3142 of title
40, United States Code;

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 13.

Message to the Congress on the
National Emergency Caused by
Hurricane Katrina

September 8, 2005

To the Congress of the United States:

I hereby report that I have exercised my
statutory authority under section 6 of the
Davis-Bacon Act, 40 U.S.C. 276a-5, to sus-
pend the provisions of sections 276a to 276a-
5 of the Davis-Bacon Act in the event of a
national emergency. I have found that the
conditions caused by Hurricane Katrina con-
stitute a “national emergency” within the
meaning of section 6. I have, therefore, sus-
pended the provisions of the Davis-Bacon
Act in designated areas in the States of Ala-
bama, Florida, Louisiana, and Mississippi.

This action is more fully set out in the en-
closed proclamation that I have issued today.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 8, 2005.
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NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 7925—National Day of
Prayer and Remembrance for the
Victims of Hurricane Katrina

September 8, 2005

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Hurricane Katrina was one of the worst
natural disasters in our Nation’s history and
has caused unimaginable devastation and
heartbreak throughout the Gulf Coast Re-
gion. A vast coastline of towns and commu-
nities has been decimated. Many lives have
been lost, and hundreds of thousands of our
fellow Americans are suffering great hard-
ship. To honor the memory of those who lost
their lives, to provide comfort and strength
to the families of the victims, and to help
ease the burden of the survivors, I call upon
all Americans to pray to Almighty God and
to perform acts of service.

As we observe a National Day of Prayer
and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina, we pledge our support for
those who have been injured and for the
communities that are struggling to rebuild.
We offer thanks to God for the goodness and
generosity of so many Americans who have
come together to provide relief and bring
hope to fellow citizens in need. Our Nation
is united in compassion for the victims and
in resolve to overcome the tremendous loss
that has come to America. We will strive to-
gether in this effort, and we will prevail
through perseverance and prayer.

Americans are reaching out to those who
suffer by opening their hearts, homes, and
communities. Their actions demonstrate the
greatest compassion one person may show
to another: to love your neighbor as yourself.
Across our Nation, so many selfless deeds re-
flect the promise of the Scripture: “For I was
hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger and
you took Me in.” I encourage all Americans
to respond with acts of kindness in the days
ahead. By contributing time, money, or need-
ed goods to a relief organization and by pray-
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ing for the survivors and those in recovery
efforts, we can make a tremendous dif-
ference in the lives of those in need.

Hurricane Katrina and its aftermath re-
sulted in a considerable loss of life. We pray
that God will bless the souls of the lost, and
that He will comfort their families and
friends and all lives touched by this disaster.
As the American people unite to help those
who are hurting, we share a determination
to stand by those affected by Hurricane
Katrina in the months and years ahead as
they rebuild their lives and reclaim their fu-
ture. We are determined that the Gulf Coast
region will rise again. The tasks before us
are enormous, and so is the heart of America.
We will continue to comfort and care for the
survivors. We will once again show the world
that the worst adversities bring out the best
in the American people.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim Friday, Sep-
tember 16, 2005, as a National Day of Prayer
and Remembrance for the Victims of Hurri-
cane Katrina. I ask that the people of the
United States and places of worship mark
this National Day of Prayer and Remem-
brance with memorial services and other ap-
propriate observances. I also encourage all
Americans to remember those who have suf-
fered in the disaster by offering prayers and
giving their hearts and homes for those who
now, more than ever, need our compassion
and our support.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of September, in
the year of our Lord two thousand five, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 12, 2005]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 13.



